
REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 91-095
(AMENDING ORDER 91-016)

REVISED SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

RHONE-POULENC, INCORPORATED, AND
SANDOZ CROP PROTECTION CORPORATION

FOR THE SITE LOCATED AT:

1990 BAY ROAD, EAST PALO ALTO
SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. SITE BACKGROUND site Cleanup Requirements Order 91-016 was
adopted in February, 1991, requiring the dischargers, Rhone
Poulenc, Incorporated (RPI) and Sandoz Crop Protection
Corporation (SCPC), to prepare and submit Feasibility Studies
and Remedial Action Plans for the 1990 Bay Road site. The
Order also required the dischargers to submit an Early Action
Removal Plan for removal of arsenic contaminated soils. The
Early Action Removal Plan was submitted on April 30, 1991.

2. DEMONSTRATED NEED FOR REMOVAL Under CERCLA, early action
removal can occur where there is a substantial threat of
release of hazardous substances to the environment, or where
such a release may pose a substantial and imminent threat to
the public health and welfare. Although there is no current
public exposure to chemicals present at the site, an early
action removal for soil is considered necessary to reduce the
potential threat to the environment posed by surface migration
of arsenic from areas of high concentration to areas of low
concentration, to reduce the overall volume of contamination
at the site, and to allow for a more complete final site
cleanup.

This removal is a time critical action which allows offsite
disposal of soils containing high concentrations of arsenic
before RCRA Land Disposal Restrictions (LDRs) become effective
in May of 1992. This action is an integral part of the final
cleanup measures which shall include onsite treatment of
arsenic polluted soils that remain in place.
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